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a few clays of his writing these last words appeared Gladstone's
pamphlet, The Bulgarian Horrors and the Question of the East; and
with it began the most famous political campaign ever waged
by a popular leader in the annals of English democracy. Trom
that time forward/ wrote Gladstone1 twenty years later, 'till the
final consummation in 1879-80, I made the Eastern question
the main business of my life.'
The pamphlet sold 40,000 copies within three or four days.
It contained the famous demand that the Turks should clear out
'bag and baggage'.2 Gladstone followed it up with a tremendous
open-air speech at Blackheath to his constituents, and a little
later went on a round of great meetings. Before launching his
pamphlet he had secured qualified assents from Hartington and
Granvillr, the liberal leaders; but it really was his personal fight.
lie swept popular feeling, especially in the north, and not it
only; groat noblemen backed him, like the duke of Argyll, great
publicists, like Dclane of The Times; the leading historians—
Carlylc, Froudc, Freeman, Acton, Stubbs, J, R. Green—were
found in singular unanimity on his side; with them were Tenny-
son, Darwin, Ruskin, Burne-Joncs, and the higher intelligentsia
generally, Gladstone spoke in the spirit of Milton's sonnet On the
late Massacre in Piedmont; the strength of his eloquence was a mas-
sive appeal to elemental humanity and justice. Its political
wisdom, beyond this, lay in his discernment of, and reliance on,
the spirit of nationality. The workings of his own mind were
certainly biased by some less worthy factors—his ecclesiastical
interest in the Greek church was one, the personal influence of
Madame Novikov,3 another. But the spell which bound his audi-
ences to him was what J. R, Green called at the time 'his warm
ardour for all that is noble and good' ;4 and it stirred some of the
profcmntlest depths in the English nature.
To Disraeli (now Lord Bcaconsficld) viewing affairs as a diplo-
mat his rival's irruption seemed wholly ill timed. Were not the
Moscow Pan-Slavisls pressing Russia to start a war of Balkan
conquest under pretext of philanthropy? Was it not the task of
British statesmanship to hold her back, without war, by showing
1 Quoted by Morlcy, Life, bk. vii, ch. iv, § I-
 *	Not. howev«*r> (as often supposed) from all Turk«y-in*Kurope, but from 'the
province they have desolated and profaned', i.c, Bulgaria*
 *	A clever Russian lady, then new to England, who came to be for about two
decades perhaps the most notable mouthpiece of Tsarist Russia in English society*
4 Letttr$ ofjf. R. Gran (1901), p, 446,

